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Session I: New Security Issues in Asia 
 
 

ITO Go 
Academic Governor, GFJ / Professor, Meiji University 

 

I. The Purpose of this “Network Project” 

- Neighboring Countries: “Special Relationship”  What is special? 

 

II. The “Memory Trap” 

- Our tragedies must be compensated, while your tragedies ought to be accepted. 

- Understandings by both winners and losers will be needed for reconciliation. 

- As the time goes, bad “memories” are healed, while at the same time distorted to the wrong direction. 

 

III. Deng Xiao-Ping’s Wisdom 

- To postpone the issue with no resolution, or to avoid the excessive focus on the territory issue 

 

IV. China’s Face as a “Big Country” 

- Does leadership mean that the leader is able to do anything? 

- Followers are needed. 

- Supply of and demand for leadership 

 

V. Rampant Ideas of “Realism” 

- Power vs. power 

- Japan should prepare China’s possible intimidation by coercive power. 

- John Mearsheimer’s Visit to Japan 

 

VI. ”Division of Labor” in International Relations 

- Competition for Leadership by China and Japan 

- China + Japan = Zero 
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53 
 

Guan Yiying 
Associate Professor, Ocean University of China 

 
Security of East Asia: New Situation and New Issues 

 
1. After the Cold War, the situation in Asia as in the context of world security entered an 

unprecedentedly complicated phase. 
The year 2009 was a notable turning-point for the security in East Asia.  Since then, the 

security trend of East Asia has entered a period of tension because of some issues, such as the 
destabilization in South China Sea and issues related to the Diaoyu (Senkaku in Japanese) islands, 
provoked by multiple factors including the US’s strategic transition toward the East, the impact of 
recession in the West, and the “shift in power” due to the rise of China. 

 
2. Since the year 2014, the security situation in East Asia has witnessed some new trends to emerge 

and raised new topics. 
China and the US have accomplished positive development in establishing new major power 

relations and new military relations appropriate for it.  In reality, however, the structural 
contradictions between China and the US set up the competitive nature of the mutual relations.  
The key to successfully establish the new relations lies in whether the two countries well overcome 
the structural contradictions. 

 
3. The Chinese and Japanese leaders met based on the “four shared political views”.  Both sides 

decided to make efforts to establish mutual political confidence and to continue the China-Japan 
Mutually Beneficial Relationship based on Common Strategic Interests.  Regarding issues related 
to the view of history, the two sides reached some agreements to overcome political obstacles which 
affect the relations of the two countries.  Although both sides hold their own interpretation 
regarding their territories, recognizing “one island, respective interpretations” is practically 
equivalent to mutually admitting the other’s position. 

 
4. In order to enhance further regional integration, establish a stable framework for regional 

cooperation, and create a security order which all Asian countries may share and develop together 
within, China proposed a new “Comprehensive, Cooperative, Common, and Sustainable” Asian 
security concept as well as “One Belt, One Road” and “Connectivity” initiatives. 

 
5. In coordinating the process of regional security, how to avoid the confrontation between the two 

different security concepts is a major challenge in the future. 
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55 
 

Iis GINDARSAH 
Researcher, The Centre for Strategic and International Studies, Indonesia 

 
Regional Security Architecture Building 

 
East Asia is currently under-going strategic transformation. The rise of China constitutes the 

most salient aspect of power shift in the region. As its economic and military power increases, Chinese 
government most likely seeks greater role and recognition from regional countries. Although the 
United States remains the pivot power in East Asia, its influence and capability is increasingly limited 
by the growing power of China. In an effort to preserve the U.S. regional primacy, Obama 
administration has declared a renewed commitment and interest to play a more active role in the 
region.  

As the rise of China is inevitable and the U.S. pursues a rebalancing strategy, the Sino-U.S. 
rivalry is no longer a remote possibility but emerging reality in East Asia. Recent developments 
suggest that the major powers appear becoming more assertive in regional competition for economic 
influence. Meanwhile, their rivalry over maritime access is another challenge to regional security. Rich 
in natural resources and crucial for sea-lanes of commerce, the Indian Ocean and South China Sea are 
increasingly important for national interests of not only the great powers but also the entire region. 

Against that backdrop, ensuring peace and stability in East Asia remains the prevailing 
concern of regional countries. Over the past two decades, Southeast Asian countries have made 
significant contributions in consolidating and strengthening regional cohesiveness through ASEAN 
Community building. However, the relevance and role of ASEAN depends on its ability to shape the 
emerging regional order amid on-going strategic changes in the region.  

Apart from many skepticisms, ASEAN has been actively participating in regional order 
building. For Southeast Asian countries, any regional security architecture should serve four strategic 
objectives: preserving ASEAN’s autonomy and centrality; facilitating regional integration; 
accommodating the interests of extra-regional powers; and avoiding rivalries among major powers. 
This approach is anchored in ASEAN-driven multilateral frameworks—such as the East Asia Summit, 
ASEAN Regional Forum and ASEAN Defense Ministerial Meeting to promote cooperative 
engagements among regional countries, while enmeshing extra-regional powers into norms-based 
regional order. 

In a nutshell, all-inclusive security cooperation enables regional and extra-regional countries 
not only to shape a cohesive regional order, but also peacefully managing strategic change in East Asia. 
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Session II: Proposals for Reliable International Relations in Asia 

 
 

SATO Koichi 
Professor, J. F. Oberlin University 

 
Not for Citation  

Years of the Dragon have come? 
China’s Maritime Deployment and the Future of Asia-Pacific Region 

 

President Xi Jinping stressed the Strong Maritime Power as the national goal at the 
Communist Party Bureau Study Session on 30 July 2013, and many of the Chinese ministries have 
attached importance on it. We can observe two remarkable trends in China’s maritime deployment. 
First, China asserts its sovereignty of the maritime features in the East and South China Seas. China 
may consider these two sea areas as China’s internal lakes. Secondly, the PLA navy’s activities such 
like the circum-navigations of the sea-lanes of Japan and the Southeast Asia, and its navigations in the 
Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea, are also remarkable. These activities show the PLA navy’s ambition to 
be the sea power as Admiral Alfred Thayer Mahan said. This essay is to survey these two trends, their 
negative impact on the Asia-Pacific Region, and some idea for the prescription.  
 

China asserts its sovereignty of all the maritime features in the South China Sea, and the 
Senkaku Islands in the East China Sea, because of its huge demand for fishery and energy resources. 
These factors are common to the East and South China Seas. Further, China attaches importance to 
the South China Sea for its defense and security reason. The PLA navy demands the deep sea area of 
the South China Sea for the operation of the Ballistic Missile Submarines (SSBNs). China deploys the 
PLA navy gunboats, China Coast Guard (CCG) patrol vessels for the maritime administration, and the 
Chinese fishery boats for the Chinese fishing industry to the East and South China Seas. 
 

The neighboring countries have complained about the Chinese deployments in their own sea areas 
as a matter of course, and these activities have become the sub-regional issues. China’s activities 
surrounding the sea area of the Senkaku Islands are rather moderate, because of the strong maritime 
presence of the Japan Coast Guard (JCG) and the Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF). The 
JCG patrol vessels and the CCG patrol vessels have confronted each other in the sea area of the 
Senkaku Islands, almost every day, and the situation is rather fixed, though China declared the Air 
Defense Identification Zone (ADIZ) in the East China Sea in November 2013. 
 

China’s activities surrounding the sea areas of the Paracel Islands, Spratly Islands, and 
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Macclesfield Bank in the South China Sea are more provocative and aggressive, because the ASEAN 
claimants’ maritime presence is not equivalent to China. The PLA navy has begun to reclaim some 
reefs in the Spratly Islands. The CCG patrol vessels overwhelm the small Vietnamese and Philippines 
patrol vessels, and their fishery boats. The Chinese oil detection rig and fishery boats activities also 
attract attention. The situation is fluid and dangerous. China may build the air-strip at the reclaimed 
reefs equivalent to the air-strip in Woody Island (2,700mL) in the Paracel Islands. China may also 
declare the ADIZ in the South China Sea, and control the whole sea areas of the South China Sea. 
 

The PLA navy south fleet departed Hainan Island on 20 January 2014 and navigated to the 
Paracel Islands and the Spratly Islands, conducted several naval exercises such like the landing 
exercises with the Landing Ship Dock (LSD) and anti-submarine warfare, then the fleet passed 
through the Strait of Sunda and entered the eastern end of the Indian Ocean. The fleet navigated along 
the Java Island, and passed through the Strait of Lombok and Makassar, and reached the western end 
of the Pacific Ocean, and conducted the live fire exercise. The fleet passed through the Bashi Channel, 
and returned to the port of Zhanjiang on 11 February 2014. This is the first time for the PLA navy 
south fleet to cross the first island chain, and reached the Indian Ocean. 
 

The PLA navy north fleet passed through the Strait of Osumi on 4 December 2014, then reached 
the Pacific Ocean, and conducted refreshment at sea (RAS). The fleet passed through the Strait of Soya 
at 2:00 AM on December 25, and entered the Sea of Japan, and navigated along the Main Island of 
Japan, then returned to the East China Sea. This is the second time for the PLA navy north fleet to 
circum-navigate a part of the Japanese sea-lanes of communication, and pass through the Strait of 
Soya. The PLA navy would like to show its capability to break through the first island chain in the 
Southern part and the Northern part against the Japan-U.S. Alliance. We can understand that the PLA 
navy’s strong attachment for the blue water operation, and their desire to overcome the “US naval 
containment.” This is the Indo-Pacific regional issue. 
 

Years of the Dragon have come? We don’t think so. China’s aggressive maritime deployment 
heightens the tensions between China and the regional states including Japan, and the United States. 
The maritime confrontation between JCG and CCG at the Senkaku Islands has already developed to 
the tense situation. The PLA north fleet’s passage of Strait of Soya at mid-night also made the 
Japanese people angry, though the navigation itself is not unlawful. We hope that the Chinese friends 
will guess the scene of JMSDF fleet passage through the Strait of Qiongzhou between Hainan Island 
and Leizhou Peninsula. We don’t think the Chinese people will permit it.  
 

The PLA navy’s reclamation of the reefs, and the activities of the CCG vessels, Chinese oil 
companies, and fishery boats have led to the maritime conflicts between China and some ASEAN 
countries such like Vietnam and the Philippines, and if it becomes the obstacle to the freedom of 
navigation, the U.S. navy will intervene. The new Indonesian government under the President Jokowi 
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Widodo has also taken the tough stance against the poaching, and an Indonesian President’s adviser 
predicted, “Indonesia may sink the Chinese fishery boats” on 10 December 2014.  

 
We stress the risk of war between China and the neighboring states including the Japan-U.S. 

Alliance would be imminent, if China won’t stop the hegemony contest at sea. We can predict that the 
coming war between China and the Japan-U.S. Alliance would be disastrous, the United States may 
survive because she would be far from the battle field. Japan and China would suffer seriously and 
both of the states cannot become winner. The Chinese government has always transferred the message, 
“Japan should study the historical lesson, and you may not become militant state, again.” Yes, the 
Japanese have reflected the war-time history, and reconstructed Japan not as the militant state, but as 
the trading state.  
 

The trade promotion policy and the lightly armed defense policy made the Japanese rich, and 
Japan becomes the economic power in the world, however the Chinese maritime provocation, possibly 
presses Japan to be the military power, again. We suspect that China places her hand on Pandora’s Box. 
We should reconsider the disaster of the war. In my personal opinion, the Japanese Prime Minister 
should stop visiting Yasukuni Shrine and avoid the mutual misunderstanding. We, the Japanese hope 
China will also study the Japanese post-war history. The Strong Maritime Power is not seems to be an 
attainable goal for China.  
 

There are some hopes for the peaceful co-existence among us. The regional states may construct 
the prosperous trading architecture including the United States. To solve the distrust between China 
and ASEAN, Chinese Premier Li Keqiang put forward the “2+7 Cooperation Framework” for the future 
development of the Sino-ASEAN relationship at the 16th China-ASEAN Summit held in Brunei on 
October 9, 2013. The “2” refers to two political consensuses: deepening strategic trust and expanding 
good-neighborly relationship, and focusing on economic development and enlarging mutual benefits. 
The “7” refers to seven key cooperation fields: politics, economy and trade, interconnection and 
mutual-trust, finance, ocean, security and humanity. Premier Li restated the importance of “2+7 
Cooperation Framework” at the 17th China-ASEAN Summit held in Nay Pyi Taw on 13 November 
2014. 
 

China has also promoted the idea of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) 
including Japan, and has been interested in the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) including Japan and 
the United States. Yes, the trading state is our common model for the interdependent Asia-Pacific 
region in the future. We can do many things together, promote and consolidate regional FTAs, develop 
the cooperation on the environmental protection, fish farming, energy detection & saving, and so on. 
We should be rich together!  
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WANG Jiangli 
Associate Professor, School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University 

 
What Should We Do Based on the Wisdom of 

Deng Xiaoping's Generation? 
 

Keywords: The wisdom of Deng Xiaoping's generation, Sino-Japanese Relation, Dispute of 
Diaoyu/Senkaku Island 

 

Abstract: 

The talk contains three parts: what we are facing now?; the wisdom of Deng Xiaoping's generation; 

and what we can and should do?  I argue that territorial disputes are the old problems, but they easily 

and often get to the fuses of conflicts and make international relation in this region even tensional and 

worse under the current complicated situation. It is unhelpful to just simply repeat the saying about 

‘next generation’, but we can abstract some wise points out from the generation of Deng Xiaoping on 

Sino-Japanese relation, such as the philosophical spirit of “ ”(peace/harmony is most precious); 

the rational and calm attitude to improve negotiation on the disputes; the flexible/wise diplomacy skill. 

The basic idea of that generation is that though there was a very sorry war history in 20th century 

between China and Japan, the two countries should look forwards and promote harmony and 

cooperation which is common willingness of people in two counties, and it is also very important to the 

peace and security in the Asia and Pacific region. We the current generation should follow and insist on 

this basic line while facing a tide after another of disputes between China and Japan, keep a rational, 

calm standpoint if both sides could not find a good way to resolve the problems so that can avoid 

head-on collision; also we need to create/take advantage of the normal and peaceful 

bilateral/multilateral channels to negotiate and exchange regularly on these issues, make sure not let 

it break even if in the hard difficult time between two countries; at the same time try best to take 

positive actions to nurture the wiser next generation; the last and important one is that both countries 

need to remain vigilant for domestic radical nationalism. The suggestions of concrete actions include 

joint writing historical textbook; reciprocal visits to historic sites; expanding exchange and cooperation 

officially and unofficially through IGOs and NGOs; establishing the compensation fund for the hurt 

people in World War II; etc.  
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YUMINO Masahiro 
Research Fellow, Waseda Institute of Contemporary Chinese Studies 

 
Some Perspectives from Japanese China Specialist Point of View 

 

1. To proceed deeper and more comprehensive research about China, we need a wider and more 

multilateral point of view. In Japan, for long time we see China just as one closed regional power. But 

now China became opened and Global Power. So we need to see her as a global super power and need 

a broader point of view. For Research, we need to communicate more with world-wide China (Asia) 

Specialists. 

 

2. We need to discuss China more to be relativized. We see China from Japanese, American, or Western 

point of view before. But as China becomes a Global power, we need to see China from more 

relativized aspects than before. 

 

3. China problem now became a much broader issue than I.R. specialist’s territory. So we need much 

more specific issue dialogue and communication scheme. And we need to have more specific agenda 

than before, such as air pollution issue, water resource issue, and maritime interests, etc. 

 

4. “Universal Value” needs to be re-emphasized. Sometimes we are faced with dilemma between 

universal value and economic interests. Chinese communist regime usually emphasizes economic 

cooperation instead of human-rights, freedom of speech, and Taiwan issues, but we as western 

civilized society need to keep our identity and states as democratic society. And we need to keep close 

tie with Chinese domestic liberal groups and need to keep their support. So we need to hold some 

dialogue about human-rights issue, freedom of speech, and so on. 
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Renato Cruz De CASTRO 
Director, The Albert Del Rosario Institute for Strategic and International 

Studies / Professor, De Lasalle University, the Philippines 
 

The Philippines in a Changing East Asia: 
The Challenging of Establishing Trust and Cooperative Relationship 

in a Fluid and Challenging Regional Security Landscape 
 

A. The Philippines Confronts a Changing East Asia. 
1) The odd man out in Southeast Asia. 
2) The focus on domestic security challenges and concerns. 
3) External changes and its effects on the domestic society. 
4) Domestic political changes in 2010. 

 
B. Systemic Changes and Its Impact on the Philippines. 

1) Systemic changes in 21st Century East Asia--the emergence of a new power and its 
geo-strategic implication. 

2) Implications of systemic changes: territorial disputes, and growing geo-strategic 
challenges. 

3) Philippine society confronts external security challenges. 

 
C. TThe Challenge of Establishing Trust and Reliable Relationship with its Neighbouring 

States. 
1) Establishing trust and reliable relationship with the ASEAN states. 
2) Establishing trust and reliable relationship with East Asian democracies. 
3) The challenge of establishing trust and reliable relationship with the region’s 

emergent power—China. 
 
D. The Challenge of Fostering Trust and Reliable Relationship in a Changing Asia-Pacific. 

1) Strengthening strategic and diplomatic with East Asia’s Resident Pacific 
Power—the United States.  

2) Strengthening ASEAN as a regional community.  
3) Fostering cooperative security relations with like-minded states in East 

Asia—Japan and South Korea.  
4) Managing relation and the challenge of building trust with the region’s emergent 

power-China. 
5) Relying on multilateral institutions to foster trust and reliable relationship with 

East Asian states. 
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